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There is a wealth of music in the classical canon that is simply never heard. Great works disappear for reasons that may have nothing to do with their worth. The Chamber Music Company researches these forgotten pieces of chamber music, putting them back in the centre of the repertoire where they belong: Rare Music Series is devoted solely to providing a showcase for this music. We take a work, breathe fresh life into it and put it back on stage, in a vibrant context to suit. Notable rediscoveries to date include little known works by composers such as Fibich, Granados, Liszt, Mahler, a number of Latin American composers, and even Mozart.

CMC would like to present you with two programmes from the Rare Music Series that are available for the coming season. This season’s available programmes include Robert Volkmann’s Trio in Bb minor, and Ludomir Rozycki’s Piano Quintet in C minor. 

Mark Troop, Director of CMC, has been performing programmes of rare music for many years, and established this concert series as a springboard for interest in these great works of the past. The series made its inaugural debut at the Purcell Room, with a concert devoted to the rare masterwork by Robert Volkmann. In the following year, CMC presented Ludomir Rozycki’s Piano Quintet in C Minor, the first public performance since this work, along with the rest of his body of compositions, had disappeared into obscurity following the First World War. 












REDISCOVERING ROBERT VOLKMANN
A ‘New’ Romantic Piano Trio

The Trio in B flat minor by Robert Volkmann was a sensation following its first performance. Espoused by the great Franz Liszt and Joseph Joachim, who toured it all over Europe, it made Volkmann an instant celebrity. By rights it could have been written by Liszt himself: the form of the work, with its conjoined movements, is distinctly Lisztian, so much so that following our London ‘premiere’ of the trio in 1995, The Independent hailed it as “The Greatest Trio That Liszt Never Wrote”. The rediscovery of this notable work not only adds new repertoire to the late Romantic genre, already graced by Mendelssohn, Schumann and Brahms, but rightfully restores a trio that, despite bringing its composer acclaim throughout Europe, mysteriously disappeared from concert programmes after the 1920s.

Following our first performance in 1995, we toured the trio in UK with great success – audiences devoured it wholesale. Amazingly, 15 years have passed since that first season, and we feel it is time to popularise this great work once again.

We have put together three programmes which set the work nicely in context, and offer them to you for the 2011/12 season, as shown below. We particularly recommend the first, which puts the Volkmann trio alongside Beethoven’s Ghost and another rarity, Liszt’s Tristia, although all three programmes are available for concert bookings.  

BEETHOVEN	TRIO in D minor, Op. 70 No 1 “Ghost”
LISZT			“Tristia” (Vallée d’Obermann) for Piano Trio
VOLKMANN		TRIO in B flat minor Op. 5

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SCHUMANN		TRIO in D minor Op. 63
DVORAK		Sonatine for Violin & Piano; Silent Woods for Cello & Piano
VOLKMANN		TRIO in B flat minor Op. 5

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SCHUBERT		TRIO in B flat major Op. 99
VOLKMANN		TRIO in B flat minor Op. 5
REDISCOVERING LUDOMIR ROZYCKI

Polish composer, Ludomir Rozycki, was the last of the Romantic composers to remain uninfluenced by the trend of Nationalism. His compositional style was generally of a pure Romantic idiom, although his works were often found to be tinged with evocations of Polish folk music. The quintet itself was no exception and was hailed as a ‘landmark in Polish music’ by George Grove, following its premiere in Paris in 1913. Initially penned by Rozycki with his musician compatriots in mind, the quintet generated rapturous reception spanning the whole of Europe. Huge in scope and incorporating some extraordinary and novel string effects, the three movements of the work betray intensity seldom matched in other quintets. It also stands as a document of European Romanticism at its ripest, inflected with direct references to composers and styles of the times. 

This great run of popularity was eventually smothered by the misfortunes of the First World War. Music of such a nature was subsequently dismissed in a post-war world dominated by Schoenberg, Stravinsky, and in Rozycki’s homeland, Symanowski. Amongst a great body of repertoire, Rozycki’s Quintet in C minor has remained untouched and seldom performed ever since.    

The Chamber Music Company gave its debut performance of this work back in 2003 and has since presented it to audiences on a number of occasions. Encouraging a renewed and growing interest in this long neglected treasure, the Rozycki Quintet in C minor is now offered as repertoire in the CMC Rare Music Series repertoire.  For the 2011/12 season, the quintet has been placed in a programme alongside piano quartets by Mozart and Mahler, what we feel is a most suitable context. The latter quartet is, in itself, quite a rarity: a multi-structured movement of extraordinary intensity, written when the composer was just sixteen. CMC are pleased to present you with the opportunity to be one of the first venues to host this rare and exciting programme, which is available for concert bookings. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++

MOZART 	Piano Quartet in Eb minor
MAHLER	Piano Quartet in A minor
ROZYCKI 	Piano Quartet in C minor

++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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